AUSTRIAN ENTENTE

of saying 'Disarm or fight/ which Prussia might still find
rather alarming, I shall say 'Disarm, if you don't want me to
reinforce.' This way of putting it is a little more reassuring:
there is even a touch of friendliness in it. It suggests no
hostile intention against Prussia. It makes the French moves
dependent on the Prussian. This procedure is half encourage-
ment and half threat. The first part puts fear to sleep: the
second wakes it up ever so little. Such half-and-half mea-
sures are just the medicine Prussia needs.

[LECESTRE, i, 124. Influenced by the Queen and the war party, by
the diplomatic humiliations of 1805-6, and by the rumour that Napo-
leon was contemplating a separate peace with England, Frederick
William of Prussia mobilised his troops on August 9,1806. Napoleon
expressed his pacific intentions to the King (as well as to Talleyrand),
on September 12; but on the i8th he determined to fight, and on Octo-
ber 14 he defeated the Prussians at Jena and Auerstadt. Jerome,
Marquis de Lucchesini, was the Prussian ambassador.]
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AUSTRIAN ALLIANCE

TO M. DE LA ROCHEFOUCAULD, AMBASSADOR AT THE COURT
OF H.M.  THE EMPEROR OF AUSTRIA

WURZBURG, October 3, 1806.

I HAVE been at Wurzburg since yesterday, and have had
an opportunity for a long talk with His Royal Highness. I
have informed him of my firm resolve, whatever the
outcome of the present situation, to break off all ties of
alliance that bind me to Prussia. The latest news from
Berlin is that there may be no war after all; but I am resolved
not to be the ally of such a changeable and despicable
power. Doubtless I shall remain at peace with her, because
I have no right to shed my subjects' blood for teasons of
no importance. But this is the point. I must have an ally
on the continent, so as to be able to concentrate attention on
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